
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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It is the Lord Whom You Serve 
Colossians 2:8-10; 3:18-4:1 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
The text before us is one where many of God’s people sigh.  Somewhat facetiously, we can hardly 
wait to get to this paragraph.    It is much like a baby’s diaper.  Newborns are cute and adorable, but 
the diaper has a primary purpose and will often need to be changed.  When soiled, we hold it at arms 
length and desire someone else to “fix the problem.” 
 

Certain smells remind us of past events and experiences.  As difficult as it is to understand, some 
people do not like the taste of pizza.  In fact, the smell of pizza makes them ill.  Often it is because 
they had a very negative experience with pizza in the past, or pizza is associated with a traumatic 
event.  The same is equally true when we turn our attention toward the home.  Because of some 
negative experience in our past, we approach a passage with feelings of uneasiness and perhaps even 
distain. 
 

We have also allowed an injustice to take place as it relates to this text.  We have allowed the idea of 
submission to be painted in a negative light only to have love colored by pink, hearts, flowers, and 
candy.  Yet our text would have none of this word bigotry.  We have permitted and promoted a 
breach in meaning by allowing negative tones to paint the picture when the reality is otherwise.  
Those married to Christ overflow with humility (i.e. wives), charity (i.e. husbands), and teach-ability 
(i.e. children) in all relationships and with all people.  Thus husbands, as well as wives, are to 
embody humility, charity, and teach-ability.  To think otherwise is complete nonsense.   
 

We have already pushed through and plunged into the fullness of Christ (Col. 1:15-20).  This 
positioning permeates us.  We are now colored by our baptism into Christ.  Our sin-stained shirt is 
now dyed by the very righteousness of Christ.  What was once white is now blood red.  The issue in 
the text is not so narrow as to be confined by submission, love, or listening, but rather a “heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving 
each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  
Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity” (Col. 3:12-14).  In our human 
finite existence, Jesus Christ is like expanding foam breaking down the container attempting to 
control it.  When Christ is pushed into the vessel, He overflows the boundaries restricting Him.  
Everything He touches is altered or changed.  This is no less true of this text. 
 

Our passage before us provides three distinct relationships that govern our lives.  What are the 
implications of His fullness, of His righteousness in these three areas?  Perhaps not all of the areas are 
directly or immediately applicable.  But at some point in time you will enter into most of them, and as 
such, how does the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ change things at these most basic 
levels. 
 

Imagine with me a table filled with various glass jars.  The jars are of different shapes and sizes, but 
each one is made of glass and transparent.  Each glass is fragile and is to be handled with care.  
Although transparent, all images viewed through the glass are slightly distorted.  The glasses speak 
to the almost infinite number of circumstances, events, experiences, and relationships each of us 
have.  Paul picks three of those glasses.  One is called marriage, another is called parenting, and still 
another is identified as the workplace.  Paul takes the sufficiency of Jesus Christ and pours His 
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grandeur into the small container of our experience and shows what the overflow looks like.  Each 
descriptive is not about you, but about Jesus Christ.  This is what His overflow looks like in and 
through a wife, a husband, a parent, a child, an employee, and an employer.  The vessel through 
which this revelation comes is finite and flawed, but in Christ the impossible transpires, and the 
curse of sin and death is overridden to display life and light.  It is a beautiful picture viewed through 
the mirror dimly (1 Cor. 13:12).  Paul’s application is not the end all.  The application is as diverse as 
each of us is distinct.  This is simply one area of application. 
 
Colossians 3:1-4 gives two broad statements: Seek the things above, not the things that are on earth.  
Verses 5-17 begin fleshing out what these two statements look like by contrasting the old self with the 
new self.  He then narrows the focus even more in 3:18-4:1 to the household.  The household is not 
the only application Paul could have made but it is one of the most fundamental images of both God 
and the church since it speaks to structure and hierarchy.  
 
What we fail to realize is how hierarchy within the home is not a consequence of sin.  Hierarchy 
within the home is a shadow of the Trinity.  Because there is hierarchy within the Trinity, all lesser 
administrative structures are of no consequence.  If Jesus can submit to the directives of His Father, 
then our submission to one another is a small thing.  If we were in the trades, somewhere along the 
process of building, we would be confronted with the need for sequence.  We cannot have the 
number two without first having a one.  If we were to build a house, we would erect something first.  
Before we put on the roof, we must have walls for the roof to rest on; and before we build our walls, 
we need a foundation on which they are placed.  No foundation, no walls; no walls, no roof.  This text 
is a “roof” text.  Before we think of this text, we must think of Colossians 3:1-17 as the walls, and the 
foundation on which the walls of Colossians 3:1-17 are built, is Christ (Chapters 1 and 2).     
 
The issue in our text is not about submitting or loving, etc.  It is about Jesus Christ in all and is all 

(Col. 3:11b).  The shadow is never the issue for us.  Seeking Him and setting our affection on Him is 
the issue.  How this desire plays out in the home is secondary to the primary.  If in the context of our 
marriage we struggle with our spouse or our parenting or in the workplace with our responsibilities, 
then we need to go back to chapters 1 and 2 in Colossians and then Colossians 3:1-4.  If we do not first 
wrap our mind around chapter 1:1-3:4, then we will always struggle with Colossians 3:18-4:1. 
 
Before you judge me too severely, please know I do not sit in judgment of your situation.  I simply 
know the larger issue of 3:18-4:1 is wrapping my mind around 3:1-4.  I am not overly concerned 
about what an insensitive lout your husband is, how rebellious your children are, or how testy your 
wife.  I am concerned that you understand who Jesus Christ is, what He has done, and who you are 
in Him.  Have you wrapped your mind around the magnitude of Him? 
 
We are straining at the proverbial gnat when the room is filled with the fullness of God in Jesus 
Christ.  What follows is a targeted area of application.  And if we are not careful, we can end up 
killing the goose laying the golden eggs.   One version of the story reads as follows. 
 
"A cottager and his wife had a Hen that laid a golden egg every day. They supposed that the Hen 
must contain a great lump of gold in its inside, and in order to get the gold they killed it. Having 
done so, they found to their surprise that the Hen differed in no respect from their other hens. The 
foolish pair, thus hoping to become rich all at once, deprived themselves of the gain of which they 
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were assured day by day.” "Mythfolklore.net". Mythfolklore.net. http://mythfolklore.net/aesopica/townsend/163.htm. Retrieved 2011-

10-17. 
 
My desire is we do not “gut the goose” and thus lose the gold it produces.  With these preliminary 
thoughts in mind, let us jump into our present passage.  We will only speak to the husband and wife 
in this study.  We will then speak to parents and children, slaves and masters in our next study. 
 
I believe the dominate idea behind this text is how these relationships are structured or 
administrated.  Within the context of these relationships those with oversight are to exercise it with 
sacrifice and selflessness, and those who are to yield to the oversight are to do so respectfully and 
gladly.  Let us now consider the text. 
 
First, let us consider the shape of the garment worn by the wife (v. 18).   This text describes the 
garment to be one of “submission.”  The Greek word means, “To put yourself under another person’s 
control.”  In today’s society of radical autonomy such thoughts are not only foreign, but ludicrous.  
We might argue that today’s culture or setting is not conducive to the fulfillment of this language.  It 
is the same language given in Ephesians 5:22, 23; Titus 2:5 and 1 Peter 3:1, 5.  The thought of 
submission is so foreign to our way of thinking.  Submission has nothing to do with inferiority or 
superiority, but administration and function.  What does Biblical submission look like?   

• Jesus submitted to his parents (Luke 2:51).   
• Demons submitted to the authority of the seventy (Luke 10:17, 20).   
• Citizens are to submit to the higher powers (Rom. 13:1, 5; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13).   
• The church is in submission to Christ (Eph. 5:24).   

 
Yet this expression of submission is spoken of as only to one’s husband.  And such submission is 
fitting.  The idea of “fit” is that of proper, favorable, corresponding to, or appropriate.  A position and 
attitude of submission is proper and appropriate.  This is the divinely established order.  To do 
otherwise is not to conform to God’s pattern.  There is a sense of moral obligation in the word “fit.”  
Submission is . . . “Choosing to live life for the benefit of another.”  Biblical Submission sees the wife 
lovingly yield to their husband’s headship.  
  
There is a second descriptive in the text describing the shape of the garment worn by the husband 
/fathers (vv. 19, 21) for us.  The love spoken of in our text speaks to the idea of male headship within 
the home.   Husbands are to lead their families by exhibiting a functional headship whereby the wife 
is prized and the children are cared for. 
 
The invitation from Paul is for husbands to love their wives.  The question confronting us is what this 
love looks like.  Paul provides the “face” of love for us in Ephesians 5 by speaking of our Lord’s love 
for His body, the church.  Four actions are highlighted. 
 

•Savior (v. 23) – Protect 
•Sanctifier (v. 26) – Purify 

•Sustainer (v. 29) – Provide for 

•Savor (v. 29) - Prize 
 
LOVE IS. . . “Choosing to live life for the benefit of another.”  Love has a distinct quality or 
characteristic; Sacrifice (vv. 25-27), Selflessness (vv. 28, 29), Singularity (vv. 30, 31).  If we took the 
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time to read Philippians 2:1-11 we would see how pervasive is the idea of living life for the benefit of 
another.  Biblical headship leaves the wife “feeling” protected, purified, provided for and prized.   
 
The text tells husbands to love their wives and not to be embittered against them.  Why is there a 
prohibition in the verse?  “Be not bitter” is a present active imperative.  The word “bitter” is used in 
Revelation 8:11 to describe the death-dealing properties of bitter water.  Revelation 10:9, 10 use it to 
describe the judgments in revelation.  Husbands become bitter toward their wives for various 
reasons, but probably because of unrealistic expectations and too much reliance on the shadow.  
Marriage is just a shadow of the greater reality of our relationship with Christ. 
 
Another descriptive of the garment worn by the husband is that of father (v. 21).  This idea will be 
looked at in our next study.  The Holy Spirit invites us to yield to Him.  Why do we not get this?  I 
came across this sign and I thought to myself, “Come on, really?”   
 

“Touching wires causes instant death: $200 Fine.” 
 
Are we really that slow of mind and heart that we do not understand how Jesus Christ is all and in 
all?  The issues are not the imperative; the issue is us and our affections as they relate to Christ.  
When we focus on the act we are pounding square pegs into round holes.  We hammer, hammer, 
hammer, pound, pound, pound, yell, scream, kick, clam up and end up walking on eggshells.  How 
well is that working for us? 
 
Friends, the call to us is not to evaluate our submission to our spouse or our love for our spouse, but 
rather where is Jesus Christ in all of this?  We must go back to our first love, then all lesser loves are 
of no consequence. 


